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Theses Canada (TC) program

Cooperative program between Library and Archives Canada (LAC) 
and over 50 Canadian universities



New systems

LAC has moved away from custom built systems and acquired:

● GoAnywhere Managed File Transfer:
○ harvester and workflow automation

● Preservica: active digital preservation 
○ multiple copies, multiple locations

● OCLC WorldShare Management Services 
○ shared library services platform



Harvesting from institutional repositories

It all starts with an Excel sheet:

We use the harvester in GoAnywhere:



GoAnywhere workflow
● 14 modules to perform tasks including: 

○ Harvest and split ETD-MS metadata 

○ Download resource files (PDFs and other)
○ Transform ETD-MS into MODS 
○ Arrange metadata and files into folders by 

author name
○ Identify errors and create reports (for each 

university plus a consolidated report)
○ produce a SIP (submission information 

package) for export to Preservica



Preservica

● GoAnywhere automatically triggers the Preservica ingest workflow and 
the folders are transferred to a review area

● Staff perform quality checks for each university then move the folders to 
a permanent collection area 



Public access

● MODS to MARC workflow to transform 
and send metadata to the LAC library 
catalogue, Aurora, is under development

● The metadata will include a link to the 
files in Preservica

● A separate theses search portal is 
updated nightly with data from the library 
catalogue

● Theses are also available in Aurora and 
in the union catalogue, Voila



Challenges

● Learning-by-doing as we tested and developed the workflow 
● Dealing with variety of repositories and metadata, each with a 

different issue such as missing fields, no URL to the file, quirks in 
formatting the date parameters, expired security certificates, etc. 

● What can universities fix, what can we fix? Trying to gauge when 
we should modify our workflow and when we should ask the 
universities to change something

● Creating quality MARC records from the MODS / ETD-MS 
metadata with no human intervention



Looking forward

● LAC remains strongly committed to the program
● Harvesting will begin soon with more universities than before
● We plan to harvest (or reharvest) the entire theses repository of 

each university (with approval) into Preservica
○ This way we can acquire supplementary files for older theses

● Improved preservation and long-term access ensured 
● Flexible systems that we can efficiently modify and develop
● Integrated with LAC’s main digital acquisitions stream



Thank you!
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