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Henry Mills 
● Born into Slavery 
● Moved to modern day 

Montana in 1830
● His son, David Mills 

(Scabby Bull), was born in 
1855. 

● Moved into Alberta in 1870 
as a whiskey trader

Source: Dempsey, Hugh Aylmer. The amazing death 
of Calf Shirt and other Blackfoot stories: Three 
hundred years of Blackfoot history. University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1996.



Dave Mills 
● Learned English from his father 

and Blackfoot from his mother. 
● Served as an interpreter and 

was given the name 
A’pikanisstumi’k (Scabby Bull).

● In 1886, he was married into the 
Blood Tribe to the daughter of 
Chief Standing In the Middle. 

○ Her name was Poosa (or 
The Cat). 

● He had four children Harry, 
David jr, Lily (Eagle Tail), George, 

● He worked as an interpreter 
until the died of old age in 1918. 

○ His son, David, died in 
1918 while serving in the 
Canadian Army 



● Born into slavery in South 
Carolina.

● Moved to the Western US to 
learn the skills to become a 
rancher. 

● One of the first to introduce 
cattle into Southern Alberta in 
1882. 

● Popularized Steer Wrestling. 
● Established a ranch in Duchess, 

Alberta.
● Broke barriers and stereotypes. 

John Ware  c.1845-1905













Other Refugees





Opposition







"Like the province of British Columbia being called 'Yellow British 
Columbia,' our own province might be called 'Black Alberta,' and therefore I 
think the time has come when immigration should be made a subject of 
personal control.

We have our personal rights, but we want not only those that we have got 
but also personal rights as to who we want living alongside of us, and who 
we do not.

There are three classes of people who come to the country. The first class 
come and intermarry with us, and of course those are the kind which we 
want, and in fact we will cry out for them.

The second class merely come and do not engage in as much activity as the 
first class. We cannot say anything against this class, and are glad to have 
them here, but we do not receive them with as much enthusiasm as the 
others.

Then the third class, and here I can refer to Alberta being called 'Black 
Alberta.' We do not want to have this name attached to us.

Nor do we want to have the province black in spots.





Barriers



C: Leander K Lane















http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kRPGPAnPNa8


Calixa Lavallée





Kiwanis club minstrel show, Edmonton, Alberta. 1935.



"Rotary end men, interlocutor and director" Calgary, Alberta. 1919.



Rotary Club minstrels on stage at Empire Theatre, Edmonton, Alberta. 1921



Minstrel show at Napier Theatre, Drumheller, Alberta. 1945.





























Resistance















“The Theatre would fight the case to the last, on 
the ground that it was the privilege of the 
management to exclude any person they 
regarded as undesirable or likely to injure their 
business.” 

“This is the first ever case of the kind which has 
ever come before the courts of this city, and has 
excited widespread interest….
Daniels based his action on the contention that 
the theatre was a public place and as he was 
‘sober and well behaved,’ he had the privilege 
to occupy any seat in the house which he was 
willing to buy at the regular rate.”































“History, as nearly no one seems to know, is not merely 
something to be read. And it does not refer merely, or 
even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great 
force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within 
us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many ways, and 
history is literally present in all that we do. It could 
scarcely be otherwise, since it is to history that we owe 
our frames of reference, our identities, and our 
aspirations.

And it is with great pain and terror that one begins to 
realize this. In great pain and terror, one begins to assess 
the history which has placed one where one is, and 
formed one’s point of view. In great pain and terror, 
because, thereafter, one enters into battle with that 
historical creation, oneself, and attempts to recreate 
oneself according to a principle more humane and more 
liberating; one begins the attempt to achieve a level of 
personal maturity and freedom which robs history of its 
tyrannical power, and also changes history.”

- James Baldwin "The White Man's Guilt," in Ebony, 
August 1965  














